








In the pledge manual there is a short paragraph ded-
icated to David B. Arlen. BRut, in light of the fact that he
was probzably the most prominent brother in Kappa Cmicron
history he deserves more reccgnition and you, 2s a pledge,
should know more about him. #n excerpt from a letter by
Arny Klayran, former merber of this Chapter really tells
beautifully of and about David B. Arlen.

"The most significant Brother hed to be Dave Arlern,
of course. Dave hzd been Service V.P. before me, =2nd
in an attemnt to brine the Fraternity closer to-
gether into a Brotherhocd had nearly suvcceeded in
bresking off a new chapter., This is not a pertic-
vlarly pleasent memory, but it is part of the history.
1 think it caused enough controversy and activity

to really rejuven~te the Chapter, although it cost
Dave the Presidency. Dave was killed in an auto
accident in Wisconsin on his way to a Natinnel Con-
vention in December, 1967. VNeetings were much quiet-
er and less fun for the rest of thet year. LVave

is tough to describe. Speaking personally, sometines
I Joved nim, sometires hated him; often fought with,
him, freouvuently dr=nk with hir; always respected

him, and still miss him. He was driving the NES

bus and I was riding shotsun the night it blew up.
Smoke poured from the engine inte the bus vproper.
Dave couldn't see, =2nd as he tooled down the road
coughing and cursing, some brave Fledge leaned

out the open door calling such helpful information
such 2s, "Get this f---ing thing back on the f---ing
road, you Se-==head!" VWe weren't sure whether to
laugh or scream until he coasted throusgh 2 red light
in the center of town and fin=ally stopped. The
pledge hitch-hiked back to campus, getting a ride with
the blzeest zirl I have ever seen in my entire life
who drcocve a bvig Harley snd wore a black leather
Jacket with brass studs. He was never seen agaln,
Dave 2and I were rolling on the ground convulsed

with laurhs and smoke as he rode off screaring, "I
only reeret that I h=ave but one life to give for
APO!"™ Now that was 2 pledge. And Dave-—---well,

that was A Brother. The David B, Arlen trophy he=d4
better still be 2round and displayed in a prorin-

ent place." '




The first project the newly formed Karpa2 Omicreon Chepter
of Alrha Phi Cmege did was the erection of 2 bridge =cross
a streamw where the school of Business Administrstion now
stands, connecting the Centr2l area with the Main Quad-
rangle. This project "kicked off" the tremendous service
program thet we have had over the years, and still have to-
day.

There was a time when we did tremendous emounts of ser-
vice, bhut were virtually unknown because we were s service
club and not & fraternity. These were the days of 125 active
Brothers and 50-60 pledges. The Prothers at this time d41d =
1ot of service but they were members of a club, 2nd nothing
more, To combat this, membership policy beceme more selective
thereby cutting down the numbers, and slso fellowship took
on a more active role in our fraternity, to instill Brother-
hood.

From the past uhtill now, one might believe that Alrha
Phi Omega at the University of Massachusetts has ridden a
smooth roed, This 1s not true. An excerpt from a letter
by Mike Sissenwine, & prominent brother snd officer from the
past tells gravhically of a disturbance and potential thre=at
to the fraternity.

"During the 1¢64-1065 academic yesr with John Kuchearslki
and Jaclk Koomjian as Fresidents, Keppa Omicron was nared
the #1 Chapter of Alrhs Phi Omegs for schools of its
size in the country. Cther promirent persons of this
period were Steve Fretsnik, David Greenstein, Roger
Crouse, Ed Ski, Denny V¥yshrell, sni perhaps most im-
portant, David B. Arlen. During Arlen's two semesters
as service vice-president (1965-1¢66), = true Service

Committitee was forred with service chailrren for comrun-
ity, ch=apter, national 2nd international service., This




may have been Kapre Cmicront®s finest hour service-
wise.,

Although from the outeide 211 appesared to be
goinzg well st this time many of the most prominent
brothers lived off c=mpus in two sepsrate houses.
Roger Crcuce, Ed Ski, Bi1ll Sockey =2nd others lived
at "18 Zouth" as it became known while Dave Arlen
George Dlimrock, Dave Greenstein, Steve Fretanik,
and 2t times, Peter Anderson lived at "414", The
"18 South" group was traditionally more serious snd
regimented, having a set of By-Laws pertsining to
their house. These By-Laws perrpetusted througn
several years (1963-1G667). "414" was the o0ld Coffee
House in which Buffy Saint Marie got her start,
Coffee had been replaced by alcohol which would flicw
like 2 rushing river every weelkend.

This situvatiorn was one of the strongest testa-
monials for APC: these two groups which were so differ-
ent both contributed of themselves to help others.
But, Arlen, Greenstein and Fretanik, stronzly sup-
ported by Anderson wented the Chapter to be more th=n
just a service club-~they wanted a strong Fraternity.
They also recognized that many brothers were not do-
ing their share of the work and felt that a2 strong
feeling of fraternzlism would help elirminate this
since brothers would feel a responsibility tec help
other brothers do the work taken on by the Chapter.
They hoped that a strong feelinzg offfraternalism
would help to obtzin rore respect for FEappa Omicron
on campus (unfortun=2tely, at this time many brothers
would not =2dmit to being members because they were
immediately considered Boy Scouts).

For these reassons they (Greenstein, Arlen, Pret-
anik) forred GAP which was a fraternity within the
fraternity which would be made up of only those
brothers who would contribute fully to all service
rrojects and show 2 sincere desire for fellowship.
Unfortustely, bec=use of the a2ctive social 1life of
the founding brothers, GAP was misconstrued 2s an
attempt to chanere Kappa Omicron into a soclal frstere-
nity. Eecause of cvposition from most of the Eroth-
erhood led by Crouse and ©ki (supported by Joseph
Scanlon, National Director) GAP was officially dis=-
banded zalthcugh its founders never stopved working
toward the establishment of its principles. Because
of this incident, the Rrotherhood alwsys feared th=ot
GAPYs founders would change APO into a8 social frat-
ernity."

Je have not chansed into a sccial fraternity, but at times
I am sure ideas such as GAF have run through many brothers?

thoughts, but 2s ones designed to pull the Brotherhood to-

gether,




This is a very cursory history, but it is thé best that
can be done with the bits 2nd pleces collected from news-
raper, and letters from graduated Brothers. It is, although
an important part of this manual, snd the educ=2tion of

pledges.




PROJECTS

We start this semester off with "Operation CF" (Chris
Fredericks). This project, started in 1969, involves dir-
ecting traffic in the Southwest are=z so 25 to faciliteate the
process of Freshmen and Upperclassmen habitetion.

"Registration Aids" immediately followss This involves
stending in 9000 heat in jocket and tie for 6 hours in helping
the durb freshmen f11l out their registration cards (or as
Mike Roberts puts it: "We assist the Administration in the
coordinztion and continuity of traffic flew for undergraduzate
rezistration at the bheginning of each semester)",

Don Fontes was instrumental in the initiation of this
project ard also in that of the Book Exchange. At BX we
cover some of our orerating expenses for the ye=2r. Bcoks
are taken in from the studentipopulation 2nd sold for them at
a small fee. This p2st semester we sold 1,123 books.

Every Novemrber we run a mock gembling casino in the Studert
Union Ballroom. "Los Vegas Night" 1s a8 major campus event thest
involves much planning. The semester previous to this one saw
over 8300 given to cherity from this event. A good time 1is
had by all, especially the brothers 2and their dates who run
the tables, auction~z2nd the other events,

Blood Drive is a project, like the BX, that occurs twice
a year, We put up advertisements and take pledges for blood.
When the bloodmobile arrives, we assist with setting up and

help with the canteen.




Next follows "S.C.R.E.¥W." (Student Committee to Re-Evaluate
our Educators® Weltanshsung)and U.¥.0.C. (Ugly ¥an on Camwpus).
The educator who gets SCREvWed #2nd the U.M,0.C. winner both
receive commemorative plagues with the money donated (in the
form of penny votes) going to charities,

The Faster Sunday project (started by Ernie Bettez in 1970)
finds brothers and pledges visiting nursing homes and the
children®s ward 2t a local hospital to pass out baskets and
good cheer, They =2re led by a six-foot rabbit. But the mest
importsnt gift from the project isn't candy or laughs, but the
knowledge that sormeone cares, someone will come and t=2lk., This
is also true of Housing for the Elderly, which has no set date
as do many of our other projects.

Camp Anderson, a2 privately run non;ﬁrofit summer card for
children,is located in Leverett. We have built several cabins
there and are at work now on another. We 2l1lso do general main-
tenance work such as draining the pond, clearing brush and pre-
raring the cabins for winter.

Freouently during the semester brothers will go to the
Relchertown State School and visit end play with the children,
This 1s a project which seems to be on 1ts way to better and
broader involvement,

Jandi-Cap Aids, started by Fike Roberts, is our effort to
enable handicapped persons on campus to help themselves,

President's Path and the Rideboard are also part of our

service effort.

We will be ushering for the UFVass Music Theater this sem-




ester and when the Fine Arts Center is completed will expand
this project.

You may already h=ave heard the brothers talking about
"The Little Putzas". If you®d like to take some children out
for bowling, movies, or anything else vou think might be en-
Joyable, see Futzsa Kochoff or La tete,

We finished the year off with our most involved project,
the Amherst Fsir. The brothers organized this event, set up
the tent srounds, the parade, the pet shew, ad nsuseam, This
comes in Fay, but the actual work starts in COctober.

This list of service projects is by no means complete,
Service meetings are open and if something interests you es-
pecially you should contact the brother in ch=arge of it. Be-
sides your own pledge vroject, the Brothérhood is alweys looking

for good service ideas.

MAM/sls






